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Conservatives, and sixty-one Home Rulers. If isso.
the Home Rulers voted with the Liberals their
majority would be 178. Against a combination of
Conservatives and Home Rulers the Liberals could
muster, all told,, a majority of 41. Mr. Gladstone
was elected for Midlothian, and he also stood, with-
out his own consent, at the head of the poll for
Leeds. When he exercised his legal option in
favour of Midlothian, the enthusiasm of Leeds, as
much personal as political, sent his youngest son
Herbert without a contest to the House of Com-
mons. In Ireland Mr. Parnell, who had headed
the revolt from Isaac Butt, was elected in three
places, and chose the city of Cork. The cause of
Home Rule had carried a large majority of Irish
electors, but the Home Rulers in Parliament
were divided among themselves, and Mr. Parnell
was no more prepared to follow Mr. Shaw than
he had been content to obey Mr. Butt. While
Scotland was almost solid, in England there were
the usual ups and downs. Lord Hartington was
successful in North-East Lancashire. Westminster
rejected Mr. John Morley. Liverpool, almost
alone among large towns, remained staunchly Con-
servative. The poll at Newcastle was headed by
Mr. Cowen, who differed from the Liberal party*
and sided with the Government, on the most im-
portant question of the day. No Minister, except
Mr. Lowther, was defeated, and most of the lead-
ing Ministerialists reappeared in the House of
Commons. But the verdict of the country was
decisive, and Lord Beaconsfield followed his own
precedent of 1868, as Mr. Gladstone had followed
it in 1874, by resigning office before the new Par- Apnns.
liament met.

The General Election of 1880 did not occur at n* state <*
an auspicious time.    Although a prudent, skilful,tliemiloIL
and moderate Chancellor of the Exchequer had set